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Definition of Good Pratices (GPs)

What is a GP within Interreg Europe ?
A good practice is defined as an initiative which has already proved 
successful and which has the potential to be transferred to a different 
geographic area. Proved successful is where the good practice has 
already provided tangible and measurable results in achieving a 
specific objective.

What is a GP within VIOLET?
A GP is understood as a public policy instrument that has 
successfully supported (through funding, investment, soft-support or 
other) the refurbishment of traditional/heritage buildings. 

For example, in the case of a refurbished building, the GP is not the building 
itself, but rather the strategy or policy that leads to the funding and monitoring 
of the renovation work.
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Definition of Policy Instrument 

What is a policy instrument?

A policy instrument is a means for public intervention. 

It refers to any policy, strategy, or law developed by public authorities 
and applied on the ground in order to improve a specific territorial 
situation. In most cases, financial resources are associated with a 
policy instrument (e.g. a funding schemes for energy efficiency in 
buildings). 

A policy instrument can also sometimes refer to a strategy or a 
legislative framework with no specific funding (e.g. a smart 
specialisation strategy; regional law on waste reduction). 
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A GP should be:

SIMPLE

GENERAL

• user-friendly 

• easy to understand 

• with potential to be implemented 
without large scale changes

• theme wide enough that different 
realities can find aspects of interest

• not too specific but easily 
adaptable
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Draft INTERREG template 
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Selection criteria for GPs are:

§ Availability of results (by this, we mean projects already closed or 
monitored, which show concrete results)

§ Transferability (meaning that projects have to show a potential for 
transfer, both from a region to another one and from one sector to 
another)

§ Level of Innovation / Risk (new in the region, new in the context of 
renovation of traditional / heritage buildings, etc.) 

§ Effectiveness in relation to expected results (the extent to which 
the good practice lived up to expectations and met qualitative and 
quantitative objectives)

§ Economic sustainability (meaning: financial sustainability – ie. 
Affordable, payback; stakeholder/user participation, etc.)

§ Potential impact on energy efficiency policies (will it be useful to 
improve the policy instruments of the other partners?)
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Why are criteria important?

•Once you fill in the Interreg Europe template, your GPs will be 
evaluated against these criteria by the Exchange coordinator in 
preparation for the 3rd meeting and by partners during the 3rd meeting 

•GPs that meet the criteria will be submitted to the Energy Efficiency 
Policy Learning experts 

•Only GPs approved by these experts will be counted by Interreg 
Europe as project indicator 

•GPs will be used by other partners to improve their policy instruments 
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Thank you!


